
 

Death toll exceeded 70,000 in Europe during the summer of 2003

   
   
   
Abstract:

Daily numbers of deaths at a regional level were collected in 16 European countries. Summer mortality was
analyzed for the reference period 1998-2002 and for 2003. More than 70,000 additional deaths occurred in
Europe during the summer 2003. Major distortions occurred in the age distribution of the deaths, but no
harvesting effect was observed in the months following August 2003. Global warming constitutes a new
health threat in an aged Europe that may be difficult to detect at the country level, depending on its size.
Centralizing the count of daily deaths on an operational geographical scale constitutes a priority for Public
Health in Europe.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.crvi.2007.12.001   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Temperature

Temperature: Extreme Heat

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Europe

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury, Other Health Impact
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Other Health Impact: heat related mortality

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Elderly

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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